
 

 
 

     
 

    

    
 

 

 Think – Pair – Share 
 

  

 

Description of the Think – Pair – Share Method 
 

The Think-Pair-Share method is an effective instructional strategy designed to 

actively engage students in three simple steps. Firstly, students individually 

contemplate a topic or issue (Think), then they collaborate with a peer to discuss their 

ideas (Pair), and finally, they collectively share their thoughts with the whole class 

(Share). 

This approach facilitates comprehension and encourages students to exchange 

knowledge and perspectives on a given topic, thereby promoting active learning and 

participation. 

In the classroom, the immediate advantages of Think - Pair - Share are notable. It 

requires minimal preparation and generates more nuanced responses compared to 

traditional teaching conversations. Additionally, it encourages active participation from 

all students rather than relying on one individual, thereby engaging everyone in 

achieving the lesson objective and facilitating language development. 

Consequently, even shy or less language-proficient students are encouraged to 

actively participate during the sharing phase, making the think-pair-share method an 

appealing and easily implemented language development approach. 
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Follow the guidelines 
below to implement this 
method in your classroom 



 

 
 

     
 

  

What will you need 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation in the Classroom 
 

1. The method can be applied to questions of any Bloom knowledge level or any defined 

task. You can choose an open question about newly acquired learning content, a 

question about an experience related to the lesson topic, a question concerning a 

picture or video clip (viewing questions), a newspaper article (reading questions), and 

so forth. The question technique requires more time than simply asking questions. To 

ensure that time is well spent, it is best to carefully consider in advance which 

questions are worth asking. Make sure that all students understand the question well 

and that it is linked to the key concepts covered in the lesson before they begin. 
 

2. Introduction of the method: provide clear instructions on the 3 steps - think, pair, 

share - and establish timing. 
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Practical organization 

 

Groups: class group split into pairs   

 

Materials: in duo, shoulder or face partners, writing 
utensils 

 

 

 

 

Duration: Depending on 
the question, task, 

potential use of provided 
source material and 

difficulty level, between 
5 to 15 minutes. 



 

 
 

     
 

3. Divide students into pairs. To ensure that students take turns to talk, you can assign 

each student in the pair a label. For example, the student on the left side is labeled 

'student A,' and on the right side is labeled 'student B' (Cooperative learning model, Dr 

Spencer Kagan). You can indicate which student will start sharing their answer during 

the pairing phase and which student will listen at a specific moment. 

 
4. Think: Provide silent thinking time, ensuring that each student engages. Allocate 

ample time for the individual thinking phase before proceeding to the other phases 

(Pair and Share). During this phase, students can retrieve information from their 

memory (retrieval practice) and write down their initial responses. Retrieval practice 

has the advantage of strengthening the retrieved information, making it easier to recall 

later. 

5. Pair: In the second phase, learners share their answers with each other. Ensure that 

students actively listen to each other during the pair phase (the reason for labeling). 

The response their duo-partner provides an opportunity for a student to refine or add 

elements to their answer.  
 

6. Share: After students have shared their answers in pairs, they share their thoughts 

with the rest of the class. You can designate any student for this because they have 

already had the chance to test their answer with a classmate. As the teacher, provide a 

brief time-out (at least a few seconds) to give other students a chance to think about 

what was just shared. This time-out ensures that students must think further before 

sharing their response or additions. A useful complementary technique here is "Add – 

Build - Challenge." Is there something that can be added? Can you build further on the 

answer? Does someone want to challenge the answer by offering an alternative 

solution? 
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Tips & Tricks 
• Formation of pairs: Work with shoulder or face partners, this needs no additional 

organisation.  
 

• Class management: To ensure learners are paying attention, inform them that you 

may ask them to share with the whole class what their duo-partner just shared in the 

pairing phase. 
 

• Active learning (additional learning material): You can implement the think-pair-

share technique in various ways in the classroom, for example allow students to use 

mini-whiteboards where they first individually write down their answer on the board. 

During the pair phase, they can further elaborate on their answer, ultimately sharing it 

with the whole class during the share phase.  
 

• Reflection: Correct misconceptions and reinforce correct answers. Provide sufficient 

time for the phase Add-Build- Challenge.  
 

• Encourage a safe learning environment: The pair phase offers students a safe 

moment to discover if their answers align with those of their classmates or to discuss 

any questions together. To further strengthen students' confidence to share their 

answer with the whole class later, as the teacher, walk around the class and listen to 

what students share in groups. When you hear an interesting answer, confirm that it is 

worth sharing with the whole class in the next phase 
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Examples 
 

• Referring to: 
Learning activity: Democracy decoded: election toolkit 
LESSON 4) VOTING TESTS, HOW TO ELECT? 
 

• Think-Pair-Share Activity:  
 
Objective: Enhance understanding and critical thinking about the 

effectiveness and fairness of various voting tests. 

 
Timing: This activity can be integrated at any point during the lesson, 

especially after presenting information about different voting tests. 
 
Materials Needed:  Handouts or digital access to examples of voting tests 

and tools, whiteboard or flip chart, markers, student notebooks or digital 

devices for note-taking 

 

      Instruction: 

1. Think (3-5 minutes): 
o After presenting information on several different voting tests ask 

students to individually reflect on the following questions: 

• What are the key purposes of these voting tests? 

• How do these tests help or hinder the voting process? 

• What differences can you detect- and why could they have 

an impact on the outcome? 

o Have students write down their thoughts and ideas in their 

notebooks. 
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2. Pair (5-7 minutes): 
o Have students pair up with a classmate to discuss their individual 

reflections. 

o Encourage them to compare their thoughts, focusing on: 

• Similarities and differences in their opinions about the 

effectiveness of the tests. 

• Any new insights or perspectives gained from their partner. 

• How these tests might impact voter behavior and election 

outcomes. 
 

3. Share (5-10 minutes): 
o Reconvene the class and ask pairs to share the highlights of their 

discussion with the whole group. 

o Facilitate a brief class discussion, summarizing the key points 

mentioned by each pair. 

o Prompt further discussion with questions like: 

• What are some common criteria that emerged for evaluating 

the tests? 

• How can modern voting tools be improved to better serve 

voters? 

• Example Prompt for Think-Pair-Share: "Now that we've looked at 

several voting tests, take a moment to think about which test you believe is 

the fairest and why. Write down your thoughts. Then, discuss with your 

partner and be ready to share your combined insights with the class." 

 

• Benefits: This method requires minimal preparation and can be easily 

implemented at various points during the lesson to encourage active 

participation and deeper understanding. 

  
• Movies on Think-Pair-Share: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mig4olzUy4M 
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