
 

 

 

     

 

• S1 – The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how 

the structure, content and wording of a piece of information 

can be designed to influence opinions or to trigger actions. 

• S3 - The learner can explain the concept of 'conspiracy 

theories' and provide a few examples. 

• S5 - The learner understands how the amount of information 

items in circulation that make a specific claim is not a 

measure of credibility. 

• S6 - The learner can explain how everyone's ability to create 

and share information impacts the information ecosystem. 

• S8 - The learner is able to critically discuss the possible 

intent of the author/s of an information item. 

• S9 - The learner is able to critically discuss the possible harm 

resulting from a suspecting or identified 

disinformation/misinformation item. 

 

 

The Simpsons 
knew it! 

              

 

Cluster competences 

• Media literacy aspect: The learner can cope with several sources of media. 

• Digital literacy aspect: The learner develops digital and technological 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to act in society. 

• Information aspect: The learner develops knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

cope with (dis)information. 

Information aspect: 

 

 

 

Learning objectives 

Follow the guidelines below 

to implement this learning 

activity in your classroom 



 

 

 

     

 

• D1 - The learner can demonstrate that they understand 

various techniques used by media platforms to emphasise, 

amplify and extend the reach of their content. 

• D2 - The learner can explain concepts like 'echo chamber', 

tunnelvision and information bubble. 

• D5 - The learner can demonstrate awareness of various AI-

based tools for creating disinformation, such as deep-fakes 

video generators, image generators, text generators 

• M2 - The learner can explain the meaning of 'media bias'. 

• M4 - The learner can differentiate between facts, fact 

interpretation, and opinions. 

• M6 - The learner can verify the veracity of a claim seen 

online. 

• M7 - When deciding on a particular action, the learner can 

critically evaluate a range of information sources. 

Digital aspect: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media literacy aspect: 

 

 

 

 

• Aligns with critical thinking and media literacy competencies in secondary 

education. 

 

 

 

 

1. The role of media in shaping public perception 

2. Conspiracy theories and their spread through digital platforms 

3. The Simpsons as a cultural commentary 

4. Fact-checking and critical consumption of media 

National learning objectives 

Topics 



 

 

 

     

 

• Interactive discussions 

• Analysis of online media content 

• Hands-on digital literacy exercises 

• Group project: Creating media content (e.g., video or written analysis) 

 

Materials 

• Video: "15 Things The Simpsons Predicted" (YouTube) 

• Mentimeter for live responses 

• Online dictionary for media terminology 

• Jamboard for collaborative discussions 

 

Lesson Plan 

1. Introduction (10 min): 

• Engage students by asking if they have ever considered being YouTubers. 

• Use Mentimeter to ask: “How do you choose which YouTuber to follow?” 

• Discuss first impressions of The Simpsons and its genre. 

 

2. Media Analysis (20 min): 

• Watch selected segments of "15 Things The Simpsons predicted." 

• Conduct a one-word emotional reaction exercise. 

• Discuss: Why was the video made? What strategies did the creator use? 

• Analyze connections between shock value, subscriptions, and monetization. 

 

3. Comment Section Analysis (15 min): 

• Students select a comment from the video. 

• Discuss motivations behind posting comments. 

• Identify irony, bias, or misinformation in the comments. 

Method 



 

 

 

     

 

• Digital activity: Fact-checking news stories about whistleblower cases. 

 

4. Fact-Checking Exercise (15 min):  

• Define key terms: conspiracy, misinformation, echo chamber. 

• Use online dictionaries to verify definitions. 

• Compare students’ initial interpretations with verified sources. 

 

5. Group Project (30 min): 

• Option 1: Create a short video on a Simpsons “prediction.” 

• Option 2: Fact-check and debunk a conspiracy theory. 

• Share projects and discuss how they influence viewers. 

 

6. Reflection and Assessment (10 min): 

• Revisit initial Mentimeter responses: Would students answer differently now? 

• Discuss media credibility and the role of digital literacy. 

• Use Google Forms for peer assessment on video projects. 

 

• Participation in discussions and exercises 

• Quality of analysis in group project 

• Ability to identify and critically assess misinformation 

• Peer evaluation of media content creation 
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