
 

 

 

     

 

• S1: The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how the 

structure, content and wording of a piece of information can be 

designed to influence opinions or to trigger actions. 

• S4: The learner can differentiate between official and unofficial 

sources of information. 

• S8: The learner is able to critically discuss the possible intent of 

the author/s of an information item. 

• D1 - The learner can demonstrate that they understand various 

techniques used by media platforms to emphasise, amplify and 

extend the reach of their content. 

• D4 – The learner can explain how digital tools can be used to 

manipulate the appearance of websites, images, personal 

profiles, attributed statements, product/service reviews 

 
 

Seven deadly sins 

Ethics, Morality and 

Allegory 

              

 

Cluster competences 

• Media literacy aspect: The learner can cope with several sources of media. 

• Digital literacy aspect: The learner develops digital and technological 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to act in society. 

• Information aspect: The learner develops knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

cope with (dis)information. 

 

Information aspect: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Digital aspect: 

Learning objectives 

Follow the guidelines below 

to implement this learning 

activity in your classroom 

 



 

 

 

     

 

• M3 - The learner can elaborate on the role of media in a 

democratic society and how this role changes in repressive 

states. 

• M5 - The learner can trace the source of information in a 

media article to confirm it reports correctly on facts. 

Media literacy aspect: 

 

 

 

 

National learning objectives 

• Understanding the historical context of morality and ethics. 

• Analyzing allegory, symbolism, and personification in moral storytelling. 

• Evaluating how moral teachings influence modern behavior and culture. 

 

 

Method 

• Group discussions on moral dilemmas 

• Comparative analysis of religious and secular ethical systems 

• Artistic and literary interpretation of sin 

• Digital research and media analysis 

 

Topics 

1. The origin and meaning of the Seven Deadly Sins 

2. Medieval perspectives on morality and ethics 

3. Cultural and artistic representations of sin 

4. The psychological and social impact of moral behavior 

5. The role of religious and philosophical teachings in modern ethical debates 



 

 

 

     

 

Materials 

• PowerPoint Presentation on The Seven Deadly Sins (historical and modern 

context) 

• Primary source: Dante’s Divine Comedy (Purgatorio and Inferno excerpts) 

• Artworks depicting the Seven Deadly Sins: Hieronymus Bosch’s painting 

• Video analysis: Antoine Roegiers’ Animation on Brueghel’s Seven Deadly Sins 

(YouTube) 

• Group activity worksheets (PL 1 & 2) for self-reflection and allegorical 

interpretation 

 

Lesson Plan 

Lesson 1: Introduction to the Seven Deadly Sins 

• Discussion: What are moral principles, and how do they shape society? 

• Video analysis: The Seven Deadly Sins in Art (YouTube) 

• Group discussion: How do the Seven Deadly Sins relate to our daily lives? 

 

Lesson 2: Symbolism and Allegory in Morality 

• Analyzing Hieronymus Bosch’s The Seven Deadly Sins (Museo del Prado) 

• Identifying common themes in historical and modern interpretations. 

• Creative task: Students create their own allegorical representation of a moral 

dilemma. 

 

Lesson 3: Ethical Reflection and Personal Connection 

• Self-reflection activity: Students complete PL 1 & 2 on personal moral struggles. 

• Discussion: How do ethics influence our behavior and relationships? 

• Debate: Are all sins equally harmful in modern society? 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scNxBy5cZ98
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=scNxBy5cZ98


 

 

 

     

 

Lesson 4: The Seven Deadly Sins in Modern Media 

• Comparative analysis: David Fincher’s Se7en (1995) vs. medieval moral 

storytelling. 

• Discussion on how morality is depicted in contemporary films, literature, and 

social media. 

• Group project: Research and presentation on how the concept of sin has 

evolved over time. 

 

Assessment 

• Group presentations analyzing different representations of sin. 

• Individual reflection essay: How do ethical teachings apply to modern life? 

• Online research project on historical vs. modern views of morality. 

• Class debate: Do the Seven Deadly Sins still apply to contemporary ethics? 
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