
 

 

 

     

 

• S1 – The learner can demonstrate an understanding of how 

the structure, content and wording of a piece of information 

can be designed to influence opinions or to trigger actions. 

• S7 - The learner can demonstrate that they approach with 

similar scrutiny information that corresponds to their 

beliefs/opinions and information that does not. 

• S8 - The learner is able to critically discuss the possible 

intent of the author/s of an information item. 

• S9 - The learner is able to critically discuss the possible harm 

resulting from a suspecting or identified 

disinformation/misinformation item. 

 

 

Pathologies of 
Modern Society:  
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Nature or Nurture? 

              

 

Cluster competences 

• Media literacy aspect: The learner can cope with several sources of media. 

• Digital literacy aspect: The learner develops digital and technological 

knowledge, skills and attitudes to act in society. 

• Information aspect: The learner develops knowledge, skills and attitudes to 

cope with (dis)information. 

Information aspect: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning objectives 

Follow the guidelines below 

to implement this learning 

activity in your classroom 



 

 

 

     

 

• M2 - The learner can explain the meaning of 'media bias'. 

• M4 - The learner can differentiate between facts, fact 

interpretation, and opinions. 

• M6 - The learner can verify the veracity of a claim seen 

online. 

Media literacy aspect: 

 

 

 

• Understand key psychological and sociological theories of evil: Students 

will become familiar with ideas of Freud, Fromm, Arendt, Milgram, and Merton, 

and apply these concepts in real or fictional contexts. 

• Interpret and critically analyze literary texts: Students will examine excerpts 

from major literary works (e.g. Quo Vadis, Lord of the Flies, Death is My Trade, 

Dorian Gray) and identify representations of evil, motivation, and social 

influence. 

• Compare inherited vs. socially conditioned behavior: Students will discuss 

and evaluate whether evil is a product of nature (inheritance) or nurture (social 

environment). 

• Develop critical thinking and argumentation skills: Through reflection, 

discussion, and matching theories to case studies, students are guided to form 

and articulate nuanced opinions. 

• Relate literary and sociological content to contemporary societal issues: 

The lesson encourages application of theoretical knowledge to modern 

problems such as indifference, dehumanization, systemic injustice, and media 

influence. 

 

National learning objectives 

Topics 

1. Evil and morality in literature and sociology 

2. Social deviance, obedience, manipulation 

3. Nature vs. nurture debate 



 

 

 

     

 

• Interpretation of literary excerpts 

• Critical analysis and discussion 

• Comparison with social science theories 

• Group work and guided debate 

 

Materials 

• Literary texts and worksheets: Quo Vadis, Lord of the Flies, Death is My Trade, 

The Picture of Dorian Gray, Prezydent Krokadýlů 

• Projector and film clips 

• Notebooks for personal reflections 

 

Lesson Plan 

Description of activities – teaching situation: 

1. Warm-up (10 min): Students write their personal definition of evil in notebooks. 

 

2.  Brief evocation: 

Literary Analysis (30 min): 

Watch/distribute clips and readings: 

• Quo Vadis – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uHFxNlgOprs (Fromm) 

• Lord of the Flies – group worksheet 

• Death is My Trade – group worksheet 

• The Picture of Dorian Gray – group worksheet 

• Prezydent Krokadýlů and Excluded locality – worksheets 

 

Identify acts of evil, their causes, and associated character motivations. 
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3. Group Discussion (25 min): 

Match scenes to theorists: 

• Freud – Dorian Gray 

• Fromm – Quo Vadis 

• Milgram – Lord of the Flies 

• Arendt – Death is My Trade 

• Merton – Prezydent Krokadýlů 

Discuss nature vs. nurture roots of evil. 

 

4. Class Debate (15 min): 

• Who argues evil is innate? Who says it’s shaped by society? 

• Reference back to initial definitions of evil. 

 

5. Wrap-up (10 min): 

• Reflect on how theories and examples have influenced students’ views. 

 

• Participation in discussion 

• Completion of the theory matching worksheet 

• Final reflection on personal definition of evil 

• Critical analysis demonstrated in oral or written form 
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