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Description of the method

Dialogue writing is a method that fosters critical thinking and active citizenship by
encouraging students to engage in thoughtful conversations through written exchanges. It

involves creating fictional or real-life scenarios where individuals express their
perspectives, opinions, and arguments in a conversational format.

What will you need

Practical organization

Groups: Whole class / group of students / pairs /
individual

Duration: 50 minutes,
shorter if dialogue
writing is organized as
an assignment

Materials: paper, black/whiteboard, real-life
examples (topic), digital medium
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Implementation in the Classroom

Introduction to dialogue
writing

Selecting topics

Character development

Scripting the dialogue

Peer review and revision

Presentation or
publication
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Start by explaining the purpose and structure of
dialogue writing to students. Emphasize the
importance of respectfully expressing and listening to
different viewpoints.

Choose topics relevant to students' lives or curriculum
themes. These could include current events, ethical
dilemmas, historical events, or literature-related
discussions.

Assign roles or characters to students, each
representing a particular viewpoint or perspective on
the chosen topic. Encourage students to develop their
characters' backgrounds, beliefs, and motivations.

Instruct students to write a dialogue between the
assigned characters. The dialogue should include
arguments, counterarguments, evidence, and
reasoning to support each viewpoint. Emphasize the
importance of maintaining a respectful tone and
avoiding personal attacks.

Have students exchange their dialogues with peers for
feedback. Encourage constructive criticism and
suggestions for improvement. Allow time for revisions
based on peer feedback.

Depending on classroom dynamics and preferences,
students can either present their dialogues orally or
publish them in written form. Consider organizing a
debate or discussion based on the dialogues to further
explore the topic.
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Tips & Tricks

Encourage diversity: Assign roles that represent diverse perspectives to encourage
students to consider viewpoints different from their own.

Provide resources: Offer relevant articles, videos, or other resources to help students
gather evidence and develop their arguments.

Model dialogue writing: Before assigning the task, model the process of dialogue
writing by creating a sample dialogue or conducting a mock dialogue with students.

Foster reflection: Incorporate opportunities for students to reflect on their own beliefs
and the insights gained from engaging with different perspectives.
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@ Examples

1. Debating climate change: Students assume roles such as
environmentalists, policymakers, scientists, and skeptics to discuss the
causes and implications of climate change.

2. Exploring ethical dilemmas: Students write dialogues presenting various
ethical perspectives on topics such as genetic engineering, animal rights,
or the use of technology in healthcare.

3. Analyzing historical events: Students take on the roles of historical
figures or fictional characters to discuss significant events such as the Civil
Rights Movement, the French Revolution, or the Industrial Revolution.

Example from the classroom
Written dialogue of a discussion in climate change:

Dr. Patel: Good evening, everyone. As a climate scientist, | wanted to shed some light
on the urgent need for action to address climate change. The evidence is clear:
temperatures are rising, ice caps are melting, and extreme weather events are
becoming more frequent.

Tom: (Interrupting) Sorry to interrupt, Dr. Patel, but | have to disagree. I've read articles
stating that the Earth's climate has always been changing. Why should we believe that
humans are causing it this time around?

Dr. Patel: | understand your skepticism, Tom. Climate has indeed fluctuated throughout
history, but the current rate of change is unprecedented. The overwhelming consensus
among scientists is that human activities, such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation,
are significantly contributing to the rapid warming we're experiencing.

Tom: But what about the so-called "climate alarmism" we often hear about? Aren't
scientists exaggerating the threats to push political agendas?

Dr. Patel: It's essential to distinguish between genuine concerns based on empirical
evidence and sensationalized claims. While there may be disagreements on specific
projections, the consensus is clear: climate change poses significant risks to
ecosystems, economies, and human well-being.
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Tom: I'm still not convinced. It seems like there's a lot of uncertainty in climate science,
and I'm not willing to make drastic changes to our economy and way of life based on
uncertain predictions.

Dr. Patel: It's natural to have concerns about the potential impacts of addressing climate
change. However, many solutions, such as transitioning to renewable energy sources
and investing in sustainable practices, offer multiple benefits, including job creation,
improved air quality, and energy independence.

Tom: But | still believe we need to approach this issue with caution and not rush into
drastic measures without considering all the implications.
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