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  Concept and 
  Argument Analysis 

  

 

Description of the method 

By analyzing arguments and concepts, students will research a thesis, concept or 
argument. This analysis is strongly embedded and related with lingual skills of students. 
We give some examples how you can address these examples. 

 

What will you need 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow the guidelines 
below to implement this 
method in your classroom 

Practical organization 

 

 

Groups: whole class/ group of students / pairs / 
individual 

 

 

Materials: paper, black/whiteboard 

 

 

 

 

Duration: 10-15 minutes 



 
 

     
 

 

2 
 

Implementation in the Classroom 

#1 Argument clarification 

1. Identify the argument: Start by selecting a relevant text, article, or topic. Extract the 
central argument or thesis. Spend attention on signal words such as because, 
unless,… 

2. Identify the sort of reasoning: inductive, deductive (see examples). 

3. Breakdown the argument: 

o Claims: Identify the main claims and subclaims. 

o Evidence: Analyze the evidence supporting each claim. 

o Assumptions: Uncover implicit assumptions. 

o Counterarguments: Consider opposing viewpoints. 

 

#2 Concept Clarification 

1. Concepts: Isolate key concepts related to the argument. 

2. Definitions: Explore definitions and variations. A definition is often formulated by 
attributing a general category to a concept and an additional difference.  

3. Contextualization: Understand how concepts fit within broader contexts. 

4. Visual Representation: Create diagrams, mind maps, or concept maps to visualize 
relationships. 
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Tips & Tricks 

Consider the following strategies for successful implementation: 

1. Critical thinking skills: 

o Teach students to question assumptions and evaluate evidence critically. 

o Encourage them to consider alternative interpretations. 

2. Real-World applications: 

o Relate arguments and concepts to practical scenarios. 

o Discuss how these apply in various fields (e.g., science, ethics, literature). 

3. Feedback and reflection: 

o Provide constructive feedback on students’ analyses. 

o Reflect on the process - what worked well and areas for improvement. 
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Examples 

 

#1 Argument analysis 

Inductive Argument 

Premise 1: The grouper is a fish; it has scales and breathes through its gills. 

Premise 2: The sardine is a fish; it has scales and breathes through its gills. 

Premise 3: The shark is a fish; it has scales and breathes through its gills. 

Conclusion: Probably all fish have scales and breathe through their gills. 

In this inductive argument, we observe a pattern in a sample (grouper, 
sardine, shark) and infer a general conclusion about all fish. However, the 
conclusion is not certain; it’s based on probability. 

 

Deductive Argument 

Premise 1: Socrates is a man. 

Premise 2: All men are mortal. 

Conclusion: Therefore, Socrates is mortal. 

In this deductive argument, we start with general principles (all men are 
mortal) and logically derive a specific conclusion (Socrates is mortal). Unlike 
inductive reasoning, the conclusion here is considered valid. However, if one 
of the premises is false, the reasoning seems valid, but the conclusion still is 
false. 

 

#2 Concept clarification 

Guideline to define concepts: 

A chair is a set of furniture which is used to sit upon. (Of course you can further 
specify, with a back support, …) 

Concept – general concept/category - difference 
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