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Brainstorm Follow the guidelines ‘ ‘-ﬂ

below to implement this

method in your classroom i l——tllP

Description of the method

A Brainstorm is a well-known method aimed at quickly generating as many ideas as
possible on a specific topic. It encourages your students to express whatever comes to
mind about a particular subject. The hallmark of a brainstorming session is withholding
judgment on proposed ideas until all ideas have been listed. It can be used at any time but
is ideal as an introduction when starting a new theme (assessing prior knowledge).

What will you need

Practical organization

Groups: Class group, every learner can share an Duration: Between 5 to
answer 15 minutes

Materials: Whiteboard, flipchart, digital whiteboard, etc: a large surface for writing
down ideas where everyone can see them.

Markers: Different coloured markers can help to categorize or highlight ideas. They
make it easier to distinguish between different contributions during the session.

Post-it Notes: These can be used for individual brainstorming or for capturing ideas
that can be rearranged and grouped later on the whiteboard. They allow for easy
manipulation and organization of ideas.
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Implementation in the Classroom

Phase 1: Introducing the e Atopic, question or problem statement that can be

topic introduced by both you and your students is written on
the board.

Phase 2: Brainstorming e Brainstorming: each student has the opportunity to
mention responses, ideas, solutions related to the
topic or question, but no one is allowed to ramble
endlessly. A reporter writes down the responses using
keywords on the board. Emphasis should be placed
on refraining from criticism.

Phase 3: Organizing the ¢ After the brainstorming phase, the various ideas are

ideas organized into a coherent whole and developed, using

Positi

various criteria such as feasibility, effectiveness,
positive and negative aspects, etc.

ive Aspects and Opportunities

It is an activity that requires minimal preparation. You can easily incorporate this
activity into your lesson.

You gain insight into students' prior knowledge of the lesson topic.
You can use it at various points during your lesson.

It is not a threatening activity for individual students. If a student knows nothing
about a topic, they can seamlessly blend into the class without it being obvious that
they lack knowledge of the topic. Relationships between different ideas can be
addressed.
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Tips & Tricks

e To ensure successful brainstorming, it is advisable that the group does not exceed
sixteen students.

o For larger groups, a variant can be used.
o The topic is written on the board.
o The class is divided into groups of up to five students.
o [Each group gathers ideas, which are then recorded by a reporter.

o After about ten minutes, the groups stop and, for example, select the five ideas
that most appeal to the group members.

o These ideas are then discussed collectively.
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@ Examples

Referring to Learning activity: Democracy decoded: election toolkit

LESSON 1) POLITICAL SYSTEM — ELECTIONS (NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN)
Depending on learning group, prior knowledge, ...

Brainstorm example #1: Democracy and types of democracy (short defined
brainstorm)
Definition of democracy and types of democracy by listing all the responses of the students
through a brainstorm and organizing the answers

¢ Government by the people, for the people

e System of government where citizens exercise power by voting

e Representation and participation in political decision-making

o Direct Democracy: Citizens directly participate in decision-making

o Representative Democracy: Citizens elect representatives to make decisions on

their behalf

Brainstorm example #2: Icebreaker Questions
e What comes to mind when you hear the term "political system"?
¢ What do you know about how elections work in our country?
e Have you ever heard about the European Union elections? What do you know about
them?

Key Topics to Explore:

o Definitions and Basics:
o What is a political system?
o What are elections and why are they important?

o Types of Political Systems:
o What are different types of political systems (e.g., democracy, autocracy,

monarchy)?

o Examples of countries with these systems.

o National Elections:
o How do national elections work in our country?
o What positions are elected (e.g., Prime Minister, parliament, local officials)?
o Whatis the role of political parties?

e European Elections:
o What is the European Union (EU)?
o How do elections work in the EU?
o What is the European Parliament and what are its functions?
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@ Additional options of similar integrating activities

#1 Mind Mapping: Create a mind map on the board with “Political Systems” and
“Elections” at the center. Ask students to add branches with their ideas and
knowledge about each topic.

Possible outcome of a mind map on the topic:
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#2 Group Brainstorm: Divide students into small groups and give each group a
specific topic (e.g., national elections, European elections, types of political systems).
Have them brainstorm and then present their ideas to the class.

#3 Question Wall: Set up a “question wall” where students can post questions they
have about political systems and elections. Use these questions to guide the lesson
and ensure student interests are addressed.

Possible outcome of questions on a Question Wall in a Belgian classroom:
Question Wall: Political Systems & Elections

What is the difference between a democracy and a dictatorship?
How does the Belgian political system work?

What is proportional representation, and why is it used in Belgium?
How are election campaigns conducted in Belgium?

What are the roles of the different political parties in Belgium?

2 S

How does a constitutional monarchy function differently from an absolute
monarchy?

7. What is the process for voting in Belgian elections?

8. How do Belgian referendums differ from general elections?

9. What are the key features of a fair and free election?

10. How are voting rights protected in Belgium?

11. What are some examples of other countries' political systems?
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12. How can citizens participate in the political process beyond voting?
13. What are the main responsibilities of the Belgian parliament?

14. How does the separation of powers ensure democracy in Belgium?
15. What challenges do Belgian elections face today?
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